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Mission and Vision 
 

Mission is to assist 14-21 year old Native American 
youth to transition successfully into adulthood by 
acquiring the necessary training, work experience, 
academic and technical skills as well as exploring 
career opportunities. Their vision is to assist youth 
development through a process of moving from less 
mature to mature ways of thinking, feeling, and acting 
and to provide the support and opportunities to make 
this transition easier.  

 
Program Overview 

 
The GTB YO program provides youth development 
using both in-school and out-of-school components.  
The ISY component consists of a mix of educational, 
cultural and recreational activities aimed at keeping 
youth in school and encouraging them to enroll in 
college.  The OSY component focuses on placing and 
retaining youth in jobs and assisting with educational 
needs.  Career development focuses on helping youth 
to develop skills, knowledge and competencies 
required for today=s workforce. 

 
   
HIGHLIGHTS AND INNOVATIVE PRACTICES  
! Weekly peer-to-peer support group meetings 
! YO Creative Expressions and Explorations recreational activities are held weekly 
! Osteochamps Medical Camp in collaboration with the Tribal Health Clinic and Advisory Board for 

youth who are interested in the medical field 
! The YO supports the UNITY Council; 90% of the youth serving on this council are YO members.  
! Native American Dance Troupe to teach cultural awareness. 
 
 
KEY PARTNERS/COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
! The GTS has 150 programs within the tribal government that support the YO program and include the 

Behavioral Services, Elders Program, Law Enforcement, Civic Center, Indian Child Welfare, 
Tribal Court, Natural Resources, Peacemaker Program, GTB Tribal Youth Services, and 
Education.   

! Other partners include the Leelanau County Family Coordinating Council, U.S. Department of 
Education=s Title IX Program, Suttons Bay School, Northport High School and the Leelanau 
Peninsula Alternative High School. 

! Community partnerships include MICHIGAN WORKS! One-Stop Center and the Leelanau 
County Workforce Development Board, Leelanau County Prosecutor=s Office and Upward 
Bound. 

! Strongheart Civic Center which assists with setting up basketball, volleyball and bowling leagues. 
! Tribal Gaming Commission 
! Voices and Choices Project aimed at enhancing self-esteem and ethnic pride among mothers and 

daughters. 
! KAL Excavating Company and Project Manager who serves as one of two Leelanau County 

representatives on the Northwest Michigan Workforce Development Board. 
! Leelanau Memorial Health Center 
 

 



 
 


